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SECURITY COUNCIL . .
COMMITTEE OF GOOD AFFICES ON THR INDANESIAN QUESTTON

" REPCRT OF THE RAWAHGEDEH OBSERVATION TEAM

INTRODUGZIION

A t f Missil 5 N
« At its fiftieth mmeting on 26 Decembeir 1947, the Committee of Good Nffices
instructed its assistamis to engyire into the situation at Rawahgedeh, in the
Krawang area, as requested by the Special Committee of the Indonesian R&public
in ite letter dated 11 December (See Annex I)s The assistante weré aleo’
instructed ¢o acqua thomsdlves with and repoft on the general cohditions
in the area concerned, in accordance with the Committes's general policy for
such enguiries, ; ‘ o

It is desired to U?oord that, ae a condition put by the Netherlands authow -
rities to the conduct of this investigation, no representative of the Republk
of Indonesia Was allowed to accompany the Observation Teamj in these ciréums-
tances, the Committéq did not request the Netherlands authoritie- to appoint
such a mpreseutatiﬁ.

. Purgmant to the Committee's decision, an obeservat:lon team was constituted

as rok\ovu

Australias - Brigadier E.Ms Neylan,
: . assigted at various tm: by Squadron Leader
_ Le Kroll. v
Bolgiums : Major T.J. Deckers,

auisted nt-varioutti.mc by Capt. Fs Abs

United States: L¥.«Colonel N,0, Dixon. ~
assisted at various times by anrt. J.A.Iu!leu.

Secrotariats Mr. Georgs Kaminker, . .
assisted at variona times by Mr. J.Fe Collins,

The team decided to eonduct preliminary inquiries in Batavia and en 2
January met with the Chairman of the Speoial Committeo of the Indonesian Republic
and, two of his military advisers. 0n 3 January the feam interviewed Mista %
. the person mentioned in the communique dated 22 December concerning tm#tﬁ'«
rences in the Rawahgedeh area, issued by Netherlands Army Public Relations.
on 4 January the teanVinterviewed Major Wymen who was in charge of the operation
of the Netherlands fonas in Rawahgedeh on 9 Devemberes a

On 5 and 6 Jamxary the team: procseded to the mrea and visited Krawang and
Rawahgedeh, ’ intardﬂ"lg a nqbor ‘of persons, § list of whom appears in Annex
I Upon its return from the area conoérnod the team held pevoml further

Mim in ths preparation of this report,

‘ +~ §ghodule of Inquiry:

|

i 2 Jenuary (Batavia) 3 lneting with Chairman and lﬂutary u!smbere of the
| F Indonesian Special Committee,
|

3 January (Batavia) t Interview with Mista (see Bection IT, Cwl) -

4 January (Buuvia) ¢ Interview with Major Wynen, C.0. Netherlands !'oru-
at Rawahgedeh (See Section IIT, B).

; S 5 January (Krawang-Rawahgedsh) 3 Various interviews « visit %o area
| o {Bee Annex IT),

© 6 Jaruary. (Krawang) ﬁriwl interviews (See Ammax II)s

O
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A~ GENERAL CONDITIONS IN THE AREA L ST

) Civil Administration ' N

. The area cc;ncerned in the present report is ‘situated in the Jistrict
. denpasdosgdidg, Department Regency of Krawang, Residency Ardoeling'g;d
Batavia, Province of West Java, Krawang is about 70 kilometers by r
almost due cast of Batavia, along the main higmay Datavia~-Semarang.

The structure of the civil administration has remained unchanged since
the days beforc World War II - through the Japanese occupation, the ‘Republican
administration and also after the Dutch "police adtion®, It is egain in
the hands of Netherlsnds and Indonesian of ficials., The administrative divi-—-‘
sion is clearly seen from the following table: : .

Territories Titles iNetherlanda' or Titles (Indonesian
_ eslan cials Ufficials only
Province . Recomba (Government Com-—
' misaioner for Inter- -
nal Affairs) ’
- zigsmency (~fdeeling) Resident | A
Department (Regency)  Assi stant-Resident . Regent (Assisted by
4 _ . a Pathi) &
District Controleur Wedana (Districts -
. : s t - head) '
Sub-Df strict ¢ - , Assistant Wedana
xssa (commmnity of Kme) L - . loerah (dessaxhead)
Yompong (village) - Ketoea Kampong (Vil-
S A lage elder)

'3 Economic: Conditions:
The Krawoeng area, sitadted in the plains along the North coast of
- {cst Java,- is- famed for its exceptionally fine rice crops. e rice pro-
aced there is of such quality that for many years some unrest has existed
. -mong the population on account of the fact that the local rice was bought
*ar export and inferior rice imported for consumption,. ! '~

W _ . .
. The mein rajilway lino, Batavia-Cheribon-Semarang, runs through the area,
. is also a secondary railway line from Krawanz to the distf;ct capital .-

In the main, the land is government property, leased out in small
"cts to the pecsents agdinst a rental payable in currency and not in a :
wsccntage of the crons, The lease of such plots is inherited from father ~
© son as an hereditary right.’ Howdver, land .may also be bought outright by
ory individual domiciled on it. Other tracts are reserved exclusively for
¢a3e to Indonesian:peasants, Others again are unsaleable Government pros -
wrty reserved.for publié utilit{mrposea (roads, railways, bridges, irri-
.ation canals, and sluices, etc,), ) i

The peasant remaina the undisputed owmer of his .er-opa-, to consume and
~ell to rie mills which normilly exist in considarabls numbers in the area

-d are mostly Chinese-owned,

~ Apart from the main highway, at present in very poor condition, there
-*ts en intricate nstwork of country roads now exclusively used by the
ek carts of the peasants, The population cireulated between villsg
1 Lint, and therefope distances between villages are considered to be very
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1ong, éiihéu@z»ih many -ca.sé"sl,vt. ey.: d not exceed a few miles ,Bicyges
. tx:t Lo exist in fgﬁgpmﬁﬁpx;é%:t‘ are mostly out. of use owing to la_a:c!; of
lires, . Bt F R ks _ - : | -
. Rice growing i5 by far the main activity of the districts

| ¢y Doscripticn of populstien. -

)

:  Tho everwhelming majority of thé population-is composed of peasants '
whose éxclusive sctivity is the gedwing of rice, They live in kampongs formed
of a cluster of houses or.-huts built of split bamboo and thatched with.
“riee sbrews A certain number of kampongs form a Dessa: with a population
"“warying:from @ few, hundred to several thousands and scattered among endless
tice Tibldsy. Houses.are ‘extremely primitive and very poorly furnished.
Nio¥hinnvis of ‘the .simplest and aprears’ very scarce, Thefe is no indica~-
_iion ofi .o food.shortage and the people ‘seem in good health,

© The. ﬁd}!'llaf‘ainn_i,aﬂhi,gh'ly hetefqganq’ﬁ'a in character and is compos'ed of
“ndanese, Javenese and West Java, Malays., As a consequence, the langnage
is-basicelly Sundenese but many Inddnesien (Malay) end Javanese words are

useds il s e - ‘

- It seoms that part.of the male population, generally younger men.who
“hire their services to-more settled peasant families, is very unstable,
- wandering from kampong to kampong. °Consequently, the mumber of inhabitants

iné&ach village veries,fromday, to day,

. Bach Dessa possesses 3 primary school, but there seems to be no come
pulsory educetion, Mzny children are often required to help in the rice
fields and go'to school when they can be gared. There is little doubt that
in the main there is a complete ladk of even elementary education, The
peoplie -interviewed in Rawahgedeh seamed unable to indicate dates and hours

“with'any degreé¢ of accuracy and their ideas about distances and numbers
in general wore extremely hazy, They pretended complete ignorance of the
. pelitical situation in the, country, but this may have been the result of
- Lol feer in the present unsettled circumstances and a”consequence of
recent. dhcidents in tho area, There i8 some evidenee to show that they
. arc not ignorznt of the main lines at leéast of thie present dispute between
the' Netherlands and the Republie, -

7 7" vhém the tcam visited Rywahgedeh accompanied by Netherlands officers
_end soldiersy the, fowW inhabitants in the village at that time did nqt show
tny fear or distrust, 'Their attitide was friendly, However, there is
cvidence to show that the proximity of gangs and the possibiiity of en~
counters between thesc gangs and Netherlands patrols, tales of violence
2nd robbery in the area, and in general any kind of abnormsl cirommstances
tro sufficient to keep the population awey f ram the rice fieldss In
"awehgedeh. itself the few people the team was eble to interview .appeared
above a1l concerned with the fate of their own Vi "L ding total _
ignorance of the alleged subversive actiwities wii.ch led up to the incidents
.of 9 Dec?bor. v ) : : ° '

_Proui’various sourcges évidence was cbtained toshow that for many years
past the population:of the area has shown a tendency to engage in unlawful
‘activities on the part of individuals or small bends, A state of latent
unrest has therefore existed in the area for longtime, and the or gation

of larger bénds end underground activities § eneral has thus been geatly
facilitated, o h '
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" BACKGROUND OF INCIDENTS IN THE AREA

hY

) )
s 1]
I‘;g?\ Nationnlistic trends: . L _ .
With the Japanese capitalatien in August 1945, the Imdonesian Republic
.roclaimed its independence (17 August 1945 .To add stature to this Govern-
' aihy & Ropublican army (TRI) was organized for the most part from former
“wpanese trained Indonesian military organizations that served as home guard
“nd security troops during the Japanese occupation,® Many.political parties . :‘
-nid youth movements in their drive for membership and their maneuvering for g" ;
“tore power in the Republican Goverrment organizéd separate “irrsgular" {ox:t_:es 20
to gain such objectives more promptly. At first, these forces were not’
~osed by the Govermnment but eondoned since all had one basic ‘cleim: i.e.,
derny the return of the Nethorlands Administration, Agter the Linggadjati
~evmnt was signed the political situation became so delicate that the
ublican Goverrment was forced to secure central control of all fighting |
‘¢S, in order that the Government would not be put in a position of
oarrassment by uncontrolled provocations by, the "irregular® forces, By
-Tusidential Décree the Nationalist Army of Indonesia (TNI) was established,
¢1lowing the "irrepular® forces a chance t6 jbin the TNI ar »oturn to.eivilian
rursuits, Wwhile some success was achieved, the Republic... experienced con-
ciderable difficulty in carly 1947, in the general mrea of Krawang, wth
"irrejular® forces who did not wish to cooperate, Action between these
forees and Republican troops was successful in disarming many of the fighting
elements including lawless gangs; however, this area remained, generally
speaking, a dministratively unstablo,

With the initiation of "police action" the Netherlands troops succeeded
in dispensing the Rcpublicon military end civilian administration in the
Krcwang Arce, ond for two months thercafter little organized resistance
against the Netherlands control was encountered, However, during the two
months period prior to the Rawahgedeh Incident, 9 Becember 1947, lawléssnéssg-
increased, with evidence that such activities were, for the most part,
‘ctivities of a loosely organized military driderground with inspiration and
s directlon umenating from Jogjakarta, * Roving bands and individual looters
were ‘also provalent in this area tabing advanmtage of unstable conditions
cruated by the underground movement, The aims of the underground movement
~rpear twofold: (1) to isolate the people from Netherlands administrative
xwntrol by "removing" village heads sympathetic to the return of this control;
.2) to. impair Netherlands motorized patrélling by removing bridges, const$ructe
g réac blocks, ete, on sacondary roads, The area assigned to the Nether<
2nds compeny at Krawang, has an area of approximately 1,000 équare'kilometeré,
nw.viously too-large for maintenance of law and order by foot patrols alone !
nd this action, thorefore, renders supervision more difficult, ' :

" Spoéific Incidents in the Krewang Area

Netherlands intclligence reports reveal many instances of "oangh ac-
wivitivs and ctrocities in the Krawang area in and near Rawahgedeh, Only
the fol'owing incidents were investigoted: '

<l

This.is the man :ﬂantioned in the comminique issued by the Netherlands
-Xny Public Ralations on 22" December 1947, The following events are recon~
structed from his statement, . . . ;

S

liista was a peasant working in the rice ficlds, who took no part in poli-
tical activities, About 3 or 4 December 1947, a gang entered the village

, uhere he wes working and ordereg’the mele population to follow it, for the

purpose of carrying out aabohnb,



» ., Fage > o
As the witness refused to do so, he was conﬁnefl in 2 house and later
- - nighi, he was led to the river bank, his hands tigd. togddrbehind his back,
10 an attompt was made to decapitate him, The blow he received was too
“.ow and only severed the upper muscles of his right shoulder., He fell
i-to the river and was carried down stream with the current, He lost
wnsclousness for some time and when he came to it was daylight and he
wns helped out of the stream by an Indonesian known to him, He made
his way to Pasirmalétig where he met a Netherlands Apny party wf;ich
arranged for him to be moved to a military hospital in Batavia, He
( rccovoregd from his wound and left the hospital, He was seen by members
' of the (bservation Tgam at Batavia on 3 January when the scar of his
wound was observed,

"2, LIE TEK GOAN (Chinese) and PA GOMPEL (Javanese)

.. The above-named were produced to the Observation TWam at Krawang on
4 Janwary by Inspector-of-Folice Beretty and the following information
4.8 obtained from them. . NGl

Both men are peasants aged about 50, f%hey were poorly dressed., . They
live in the sanme house in Kampong Gin“oeng,

On the night of Saturday, 6 Décember 1947, both men were ki dnapped

from their house by a party of sik men, one of whom was known to them,

" Three men of the party carried rifles. The party said they were polic

from Tgikampek and that they were going to kill them, S

The peasants after being lead to a river bank were struck by knives
and thrown into the river, As their wounds were not to? severe they

oscaped by au:l.nn.ng away o

The Observation T¥em saw marks of injury, one on the neck of one
r;?asant?thg'other had a head injury. . : :

3,/ TiWU (Son)

This is the man mentioned in the Republitanr eport, as a spy, sent
to Rawahgedch by the Netherlands authorities. '

"He is tho son of an Indonesion policeman (oivil police :Ixnxvtha Krawang
district), - s _

The intcrrogation of this man disclosed that he never had been .aenrh C
to Rpwahgedeh, neither by his father nor by the Netherlands authorities
been I dnapped on 3 December 1947 at noon from his rice
Mield ot Ka g Kapoe, by six men who led him t6 Rawahgedeh (about 12
“ilometers from\the place where he was captured), -

" There he was confined in a house and beaten, He was told that he was
toing to be killed, because his father was'in the Nethorlands police and
l Jucause they considured himself also a spy,

Taxm: (Son) succeeded in escaping from Rawahgedeh on 4 December,

4 0 GI LI, A Railroad Workers
P P e

. These three men were on a train which was attacked by a party of about
“en nen (including one armod with a rifle,the .others bearing lmivzs) half
* milo from Rawahgedeh-Station, early in December 1947,

This Gf 11 was the fireman of the trein, He escaped later with the
an;imer. )

\)um and Saptoer werc captured with twenty oher railway workers and

f‘fd tosﬁum'cradeh. There, durlng the night, they cscaped with two other
]kel R

o further news has been heard of the eiéxtm railway workers who
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THE RAWAHGEDEH INCIDENT - 9 DECEMBER 1947

A. Dackground of Operation ' .
This incident, at the request of the Republic of Indonesia, was investigated
ity of the Committee of Good Offices.

by the Observation Team, acting under author
The invéstigation was carried out between 2 Jamary and 6 Jamuary 1948, at

BATAVIA, KRAWANG and RAWAHGEDEH, (See introduction)
All arrangements for transportation, safety- and rationing were sdtiafactorily
arranged through the Netherlands ILiaison Staff. ' . :

The military operation at RAWAHGEDEH (population estimated at between 200
and 500) on' 9 December 1947 was carried out by a force of approximately 90 men '
of Major Wynen's Company (H.Q. KRAWANG) which belongs to 3 Infantry Battalion,

9 Infantry Regiment, (H.Q. TJIKAMPEK), 2 Infantry Drigade (H.Q. POERWAKARTA) of ~
7 December Division (H.Q. DANDOENG). Major Wynen was the Commander of the Force.

The decision to undertake this operation, with the mission to “clean up"
Rawahgedsh was reached after conferences between the Company and Battalion Tom-~
er magnitude than could be undertaken

_manders, the operation being of a great
solely on the authority of the Company Commander. The Observation Team is of.
the opinion that the operation also aimed at serving as a severe deterrent for

the future in the area, The Observation Tesm vicwed a number of intelligence
reports on which, inter alia, it was stated by Major Wynen, the decision for
the operation was formulated, These recports, in direc relation to Rawahgedeh,
were few in number deting back over a month prior to 9 December 1947.

J\X ~ %

—~~

B, Conduct of Operation
The operation was conducted in the following menner;
On the night 8/9 December 1947, the Force moved by M,T, (mechanical transport)

from KRAWANG, The force was organized operationally into three parties, as under,:
in order to surround RAWAHGEDEH on three sides, North, East and South:-

Fo. (1) North party 2 Sgts. 30 Men - Rifles & 1 DBrengun
Noo (2) Eest Party 2 Officers 18/20 men Rifles, stenguns &
‘ Commander  3/2" mortars, -
o Major Wynen : .
No. (3) South Party 1 Sgt. Major 30 Men Riflea & 1 Drengun

The above parties proceeded as above indicated and were deployed in their;
cember 1947, at which time the attack commenced,

%sitions hefore 0530 hours 9
e two 2% mortars each fired 6 rounds into the kampong and Party No. 2 (East)

A
» moved West, entering the East side of the kampong. Movement was slow due to.
X' the very muddy, slippery condition of the ground and the absence of formed paths,
whole action in thé kampong no casumlties were suffered by the attack-

During the

ing Force, indicating that resistance was minimal, No lethal weapons of at
were captured or discovered, by the Netherlands Force, either during or :fﬁr" e
the action, A strong natural defensive position exists in the sastern half of

the kampong, but.no real use was made of it. The move through the kampong wae

camplsted at 1300 hours,
oo i

© Inf ion as to mumber of Indonesians killed varied from 150 (Netherlands
~count; tq 433 {by Mpharmedan Priest of RAWAHGEDEH), The Netherlands authorities
(1 stated th women, children or older men were kjlled or wounded durimg this
/\ actisn, Indonesian witnesses confirmed this statement. :

.




Rodiend - RadiN
.
g . .

#

ring this i ) the kampong
- Turinz this action a number of inhabitants ran out of
e t.‘wugg-l%h; Tifteen of these were collected, withdut any resistance on

i : lands soldiers
‘weir mart, by the Sergeant in charge of a party of 15 Nether
siiich had l;eei deployed on the northern outskirts of th§ kampong. t‘l:l‘zs:e
- innbitants (stcted by Dutch Sergeant) remained in his chartg;; un LI
inded then over to his Company Comzander (Major ‘Hyne:n) after the con

»{ the operations
Trectment o soners

Mockri bin Seitam, an;Indonesim youth, was interviewed by the Military

/’/C;Zcr ation Team &t z\WAﬁon6 January 1948. This witness had previously .

siven a written statement to Inspector of Police Beretty., This was produced

to the Cpservotion Team; The statement covered observations ‘6f the witness
ring the military operation of RAWAHGEDEH on 9 December 1947. In ampli-~

Scation of the written statement,.this witness voluntarily gave information
concerning the shooting of seven Indonesians #t the village of LJ/MANTRI by

ma Dutch soldier using an automatic weapon.

Ho stated that he had personally witnessed this occurrence amd that .
¢ iherc were about thirty other Netherlands soldiers present in close vicinity,
He did not hear any order to fire given, The geven Imdonesians weré first
‘6 interrogated, then lined up in front of ssme bamboo growth and shot, The

" bodivs were left lying where they fell, He added that to his knowledge
there werc no other cye witnesses, The witness stated that the seven men
above-mentioned had been ceptured in a pond near the railway stetion in the
kampong RAWAHGEIEH wherc they were ondeavoring to hide; he further stated
that those.men wore long hair and dark clothes, andytherefore, were TRI -
soldicrs, . : ’

/ " Major Wynen was informed of the statement ziven by Moekri bin Saitam
‘as above recorded. As there was question of the kampong "Djamantri®,
Hajor Wynen asked to produce as a witness the sergeant who, with fifteen men,
was deplogyod on the North side of RAWAHGEIEH, in the rice fields east of
- Tjemontri, (Sergeant : . :

Thd-Major stated that, after the order of reassembly had been given,
the Party which had been operating at RAWAHGEIEH Station under his personal
comaand, went straight to the West, alohg the village road, and did nét
jroceed to :jemantri, vhich is out of its way to the reassembly point,

.This party did not capture any prisoners,

The Sergezant stated that he, with his part coll;cted about twel
T thirteen men who had fled through the rice fié:tds, and also en Iﬂdoxvzgsian

#PY, who had beun badly maltreated by the the night preceding
ction (sce statemcnt of Moekri bin Saitam), s pnrg 'Eincludirgtlége

sisonurs) followed the irrigation canal toward Djamant » then turned
Sruth in order to”join the C.0, (Major Wynen) and his Party, at the western: ||

- 7 nd of Rawahgedeh, Sergeant Windhouwer handed the prisoners to Majar Wynen, | |
. +4, this woment, the & ntioned spy started beating some of the pri- )
sonars. The Mnjor, after interrogating cll prisonars, ordered four to be
shot because they were Indonesian soldiers, They were killed by the fire
of ono Stengun and their-bodies were left lying at that place, ‘ v

The Major further stated that he retained eight priso oot
. el P ners, wham'h
took to Krewang, from where they wore forwarded to the Battalion i, :t

T Jikempok, Th bsoquent leased
mtwmwmm 1y 7 by order of the
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FINDINGS

The Obscrvation Team, having considered all statemont s and documentsg
_loeod before it and after having visited on two occagions the area eoncerngd

ubmits the following findings:
Je Restlcssness has been,at least since August 1945, g characteristic of thi

trec vhich is situated approximately 55 kilometers Bast of Batavia in an’ .
?sriculturel erca’ ! which produces the best rice quality grown in Java,

2. Early in 1947, the Ropublican Goverrment attempted to restore gentral °
control by disarming "irregular" forces, but achieved only limited success.

3. Immediatoly folliowing tﬁe Netherlands "police action", Republican
wilitary and civilian control a-reared to have completely disintegrated,

#e 4 loosely organized undargmund movement is now operating,

5. This underground mmr'empt aimg to isolate tho people by "removing" loerah
of dessas and terrorizing other Indonesians sympathetie to Netherlands contro
and to render motorized patrolling ineffective by road ‘obstructions, demoli-
tions, ecte, , ! ' 3 c ) ;

6. Rawehgedeh appears to heve been.a probeble headguarters for this under-—
ground movement, The loerah of Rmwahgedeh, who disappefired since the action
seems to have taken en actiye pert in thesc activities, .- % -

7. The stendard of living in Rawagodeh is most primitive by Western
condition of this area, = " ' ‘

8. The action taken by the Netherlands Amy was deliberate and ruthless
as evidenced by the following: e —

‘2y There were no IDutch caamltieé, either killed or wounded,

b, The Netherlands Army authorities réported 150 MomsM‘s killed
- and only 4 wounded, A .

e Women, children and old men wero waved aside and in this mannep
" sepcrated from those to be killed, : :

de Not one weapon (firearm) was d én Ind , nel
casualties ,(Bithef (igzui)oz"!a u?.lﬁgg). M P p;x*i Al

@ I forco of Indoncsians armed with 40/60 rifles and one automatio

rrveapop wah:j;egorrtgq by Netherlands ;‘tbqritios as the resisting /
orce, } roree, accarding. to Major Wylien, openod firs on his -

Tarty’whon it was approaching the village,, fn Indomsiii who had >\
beon maltreated and held prigoner -in gedeh by this Fndonesian
Fif100, penty 2.faree bf approximately’100 men armed with thyos
rifles, twenty pistols, knives éind hand grenados,- aaseimbled in the
vicinity of-the. Loerah's home at’ Rawehgedeh on the evening prior to k
the action, He alsd, peported “that-aftor fiping two ﬁdt;?iwa'tuly

;SR She Jutoh portar f1rd) thig group fled, - .
£, No medical facilities wero left in the village for treatmont
Indngeians possibly wounded and in hiding,. T OF
r O Pk e o ‘-W"“..;”“:.:‘q 5 L& . )
8 ~Four Indoncsiap soldiers were interrogated and ordered to be shat
by_tho Commander- of the Netherlands' troops after their bej

L 1 ; ng. 1y
e o Wonak) "4 17 8 GF U, porapants Ln s comant, (BHated by
hy. Jocordlng ¢ a statement by an Tndenesipn, sqven Tndusesii oL,

* {TBI) ‘woro.ghot at Djamantyi by. p Netha

- metlg weapon, Mjor Wymen and his sepy

PP, .5
2 (Mo further Lnvewtigatioh-

R e i o e
. ti:::'v_ “‘—M‘ ;'.:_;im A
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DOGUMENTS CONSIDERED BY THE OEL’E?.VATION TEAH '

(a) Memorandum dated 214. December 1947 from the Special C.ommit.tee of the
; Rgpublic of Indonesia (see chcument S/AC.10 6).

(b) Memorandum dated 3 January 1948 from the Netherlande delegation
(see document S/AC.10/00). )

(c) Letter dated 3 January 1948 from the Special Comm.thee of the Republic
‘of Indonesia: , ,

Sir, - ' ; . /.'

In answer to your request for information as to how events\j‘:as led to
the Rgwahgedeh incident, I have the honour to forward ane xtract of the report
which has been drawn up in relation to this affair by A, ‘I‘he extract is

as f o]_lows-

8 and’ H.H. inhabitants of ‘the Krawang &area -statéd that on 3 Dgcember 19!;7

at 16,00 hours local time Dajat (M.I.D. agent i.e.: Datéh 'Military Intelli-
gence agent) was ordered by his father corporal Tanu (M;I.D, anent in Krawam)

to proceed to Rawahgedeh for 1nvest,1natiw in this area, -
Since the population of Rauahg,edeh received notice of the subject of .

. Dajatts visit when he arrived at this vi]lage they seized h:in and held him -

capb:.va. N

lmile bainz detalned his captors tried to persuade him to abandoh his ob;)ect
‘to hold an invest:.ga’clon, to convince him of his erring attitude, and to -
reconvert him into loyalty to the Republic, without. mra:ll however, One -

! mizht. Dnjat succeeded to escepe’and reported his experiences at Rawahredeh

y.

to his f ather and another M.I.D, agent Kalim, He told them that his captors
had-tortured him and that Rauahgedeh was a strongheold of popular resistance.

This information was forthwith. relayed to the Dutch force of occupation at
Rawshzedeh which on 9 December 1947 sent a fully armed unit to Damh*'adeh

village,
The result of this action has beén brcught to your &ttention in my lstter of

24 Dgcember 1947 (No. 32/P.1./K). .
Personal da.ta of Corporal Tgm and Kalim is as follows:
e el
Tamu (age 45, originating from Krawang, address Kamporg Bubulak (West
of Krawang)s-. .

‘Before the war : Pol}ce corporal of Assistant-Wedana,

During the Japanese pccupation : cabdriver, o .
After Japanese capi lation : passed his time with s embling,

Kalih (age 40, orirmtin‘_, from uanbong, address Kamponr Bubulak,
Krawang Kubn,

Before the war : Po]ice detactive
Turing the Japanese occupation-: Police c!etect:we

Aftm' Japanese capu,tu:mtian : food peddler. RS T
I have the ‘.h'ggsmr to be, .

s,

Yoyr cbedient servant,

| e

N . .:Dry J, Leimena, Cheirten.
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Jacarta, 5 January 1948.

Sir, N R . T i o . L\
"I herewith have the honour fo submit to you an@vf the . v

story you requested to Dr. Leimema on 3 January 1948.- | o 3
I have the honour to be, \ WM (\;d\\

8ir, . .
Your obedient servant,

s
Capt. A. Zikiry lst Secretary.

for the Chairman of the Spedinl Commitiee
of the Republic of Indonesia,

Atpachuents |
~~"1, .Since the 17th century, since the Dutch East Indies Company settled
in Jacarta, the Princedom of Mataram gradually lost its control over these
- ‘areas until at the end they wére. separated from it to' become a source of
* dispute betwsen conflicting powers striving to gain authority over this
territory. These controversies duely resulted in armed clashes which
brought espacially the areas around Jacarta i.e. the Krawang, Djatinegara
K and Tangerang mrea into a permanent state of war, confusion and misery.
This state of affairs was ocauged by the trade policy of the Dutchs -.

2, Being in need of money to strenghten their control in this tmitorz

the Dutch sold the lend they held to rich people ichimse, Furopeans, etce)s
This land has since been known as privatelyiownadiland. The o!mernhip of
guch land did not only give the right to the land bui also gave authorijy
over the population of this area. Moreovor, the ownor was responeible for
‘the maintenance of law and order in this land and had to see to i‘!; that

publie roads érossing his territory woiild be well kept, .
relation to these matters the population of privatolmn:gfland

the henant farmers had to give one fifth of their crop to the landlord as

- re They also were obliged to carry out regular forced labour.
se landiords in general cared only for their own interest, and were

eptirely free to burden their temants with ‘whatever measures they liked,a.ge

ae forced labour: In carrying out, his duty to look after the mainténance

¢f public roads the landlord ordered évery inmbitant of his lard tg foreed
labour, that is repairing and constiucting roads. JIf someone was reported
ebsent on duty vhether with or without gpod regsons, this person was f{ineds
Tne monsy to te paid wgs not claimed in cne payment but in insteallments so
as to have a moans of coercion agalnst the victims This may be illuetrated

with the fclllewings B '

~ be Motification of: hgmgg ddvs Every tenant who intended to reap
his paddy, mst give notice of this fact to the landlord at least eight
days in advancc. Whenever a tsnmant was found mecleeting this regulation,
he was orde;ed first to meet ths payment of lhis £iné before being allowed
to harvost his paddys In this way the berart who could not pay the rest
of his fing was compelled to give part if not the whole of his harvesi
as down payment, T ’ "
In case the farmor refused to do se he was forced to sell smme of his
propefiy or let his paddy rot i2 the fields,

¢s Notifiocation of intended marriage: If a man living on thia privatfely
owned land would marry he was first to ask permission of and to :lntroduge

the bridé to be to his landlord, This conment was often acquired in a

vhich should rather not be montiomed. It weuld suffice to draw
ta thoe svand mmhar AP ivhahitanta ~F mivad WY And in-thama -avann.
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d. For the purpose of maintaining law and order on his land the landlefds
had the right to create his own police fores. It often happenéd that to
safeguard his. property, his persor and his authority the landlord hired
local ruffians, ie.0e bandits, murdererg, etce to be his bodyguard. The
character of this “preservetion of peace" leaves no doubt as the ways and
means to preserve the "peaeo” s _ )

With the shifting 'of Dutch OOn-txi}l over these areas followed by the
Japanese “occupation the pressupe u the pepulation of privately owned land
was tem lifted te be pefurnéd in greater degree howdver in accordance
with ¢ vration of Japanege con‘trol.

fose co 'rt:lonu and m!y other faqtora added with the Japansie sccue
with ife inhumen ta’like glaye labour (romusha}) etec. me that the
peoplyg of the§e areas lo all security of living, as they expecteéd any

to be {aken away no matter where thay lived., Thie~ r!ba{!‘tﬁ kindled
this o ssed pepulatioh an overwhelming desire ts be #rea, free from
want, Evidénce % this fact was given when tfousands of,

people from s6 areas joined the mda moet:l\g in Jasarta on the 1ndepandeno¢
of Indonesia. K

By Izlfting all q:prauive r 'gulatio etc. aoe reiurned to l!:
and its people turned inté loyal cit of “%hp Republic gespeot he
Government and loﬂng their Armf and y L riﬂ.ce J1ire and propeﬂy

for the independence of thelr o
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REPORT OF THE RAWAHGEDEH CBSERVATION TEAM
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(e) Writterili statement submitted
(see page 2 of report ).

The undersigned, MOEKRI bin SAITAM, about twenty-eight years of age,
born in the dessa of PETAROEMAN, sub-district and district RENCGASDENGKT.CK ,

regency of KRAWANG, states as follows: ' )
On Sunday 7th December 1947, being at home I was n%edly. visited
by the loerah of the dessa of PETAROEMA? . TAHARIM by name,

The said Locrah ordered me to folius him to the kampong of DOEKCEH,
- to meet DJOENED, Leader of the T.R.I. o

4 suspected nothing and trusted tine Loersh, so I was conducted to the
kampong of DCEKOEH. When we arrived at thoe house of "CETAY (DJCENEB!s brother)
" moy persons were dlready present. Thérz were Getay, the owner of the
house, Am~d, Ramin, Karta, Pa Narsilem, Agan and Tjaman, all known to me And
derived from the kampong of PETARCEMAN, but DJOENEB himself was pot there,
He qu:id to have gone to the lkampong of GAMBARSARI. .

rah TAHARIM then conducted me to the kampong of GAMBARSARTI, to the
" house MW, where many persons were present, -

"Known“to me wers MOEGNI, the owner of the house, ASOEM, Leader of the
T.R.T., SAEN, EMUEK, BNTJEP, all derived fiom KALANGSARI, and there wers meny
people from GAMBASARI whom T did not know. DJCENE 8 said to have gone
out to purchase rice, OCn my arrival I was bound SAEN and beaten by those
prec:nt as a suspected Nica-spy. I was then taken to the house of the Loerah
of lWAHGEDEH, where I waxs again beaten by those present. I knew LISONG,
TEMOENG, EMIN, HAMAT, ASAN, wio is a renegade policeman, and many others from
the kampongs of PASIRAWT,. iAW iCRDEH, LAMARAN and SETJANG. One of tiem called
me a Nica-spy, I saw the Loersh of RAWAHGEDEH take down, on the indication
of ASAN, the names of policemen who weré to be abducted, among them Mr,
Berretty, Idjoen, Taloeboen and Chaeran, I was beaten by those present so that
my body and face were swollen and ‘ached terribly. ‘That might I slept at the
\ house of the loerah of RAWAHGEDEH, ‘now this house of the Yoerah was a
N\, place of detention, and also that :

. N Very early the next morni

I was then taken to RAWAHGE EH station where I was locked into a room,
and was told that at one o'clock T .ould also be beheaded,

e rapuwas 1 d from outside, Suddenly, at about six o'clock in
the morning (Monday / 8th Dbcamber 1947) the séund of firing could bec heard
from the dircotion T.R.I, headgquarters, Inmediately the firs was re-

. turned from the south and I thought that this must be the Netherlands Army,
I freed my Mands and dimbed to tha roof, where I removed the tiles, I
olimbéd out sad £led to the army, who were approaching from the south, The
LR;I. were m tﬂ‘ tahﬂir livaa.

When T srplved with the Netherlands Army I replied to their questions
Elving my pame and stbting that I had been abducted by the Loerah of




“i

I offer .a thousand t

After being interrogated I was sent to Krawang by the Nethorlands Army.,

hanks to the army, for if th

should surely have been beheaded by this T.R.I, |

Krawang

S/AC,10/85/Add .1
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ey had not helped me I

4L¥h Jamary 1948

o (Smmbprint) -

- 'J:/"l . . ‘ R
MCEKRT bin SAITAM, -
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The following people were interviewed by the Rawahzedeh Observation Team

during the course of the investigation:

A,

B.

C.

De

3 January 1948 (Batavia)

1. Mista, mentioned in the Netherlands commniqué of 22 December 1947 a3
a presumed victim of terrorists in the Krawang area (Seo Section II) .

Janu 1 Bat,avia_)

2. Major Wynen, (3d Bn. 9th Inf. Regt.) C.0. cf the Igf, Co, at Krawang,
" who carried out the operation against Rawahgedeh on 9 December [L947,

2_Januag_z‘19_t,§ ggawahg_edeh)

'3, The Acting Loerah, the villazé moslem i'eligioug leader, and several
residénts of Rawahgedeh, "They gave general testimony on the operatiz_'m 2
of 9 December which was considered to be mainly an attemnt to divert _
attention from the village, and was therefore not given great weight. h

J 1948 (Kraw

ke Civil authoritics _
gave general informdtion on admini strative, and political affairs
in the Krawang area, ‘ : ’
5. Major Wynen: C.0, of the Inf. Company stationed at Krawang was
interviewed several times regarding the operation of 9 December 1947.

6. Commissioner Beretty: Inspector of Police of Krawang, who was .
interviewed with régard to intelligence reports preeeding the action .
against Rawahzedeh, A ] .

Te kri bin who had been led to Rawahgedeh by extremists the

night before the act%on (8 Decémber). He was in Rawahgedeh, as a prisoner

of the gang, during the action, He gave a written statement to Commissioner
Beretty and mupplemented this statement by several declarations s concerning /7

the shooting of prisoners by Netherlands troops immediately after the
aetion,

8, Sergeent Windhouwer, who was in charge of the East flank of the North
Party, during the operation. He was interviewed in connection with Moekri
bin Saitam's statement regarding the treatment of prisoners at Kampong
Djamantrj, i ‘ ;

9. Tanu (son) who had been mentioned in & Republican r eport as:a spy sent
to Rawahgedch by Ngtherlands intelligence, H: appeared to have beenc ap~

tured by a gang in the rice fields and brousht to Rawahgedeh under threat

of . being killed but was able to escape,

10, Tanu (father) and %& s both policemen of the district Krawan g
tastmq did not reveal any new element, ' Wioss

11, Loersh of Tandjong Poerah, who was cited in the Rer
el %ving established 1ists of people’killed and wounded E;b tnh:m
Netherlands Army in Rawahgedsh on 9 December, .

The witness denied knowing the slightest detail about the opera |
stated that he‘had never been to Rawehgedeh, o ion énd
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12, I_(gz_n.t_a_s‘chi;i“irrigation official of the Krawang district, also
cited in tiic Republican report. He had not'been to Rawahredch and
knew nothing of the operation on 9 December,

13, Lig Tek Toan, (Chineso) and Pa Gorpel. (Javanese), who wore Wd

o laepector of Police Beretty, Both claimed to have been victims
of Sorrorist activities, ' -

b D0 I, Asanderd Saphobb, railway workers who were also
#Toduced by Inspector of Police Beretty, They were victims of
a1 attaeck by the Rawahgedeh zang on a train at Rawahgedeh and
s.ccoeded in esceping with. two other men, Soventeen other -
railway nen, who were captured with them on the’ train,

W3r'e never seona sain after this incident and are\thought to -
nave been killed gy the gang, ' t\ . ©

)



